JEAN PRETIOUS – BORAVIN OTTERHOUNDS

The Otterhound world is still reeling with shock from the news of the sudden death of our hounds’ greatest friend and doyen of the breed, Jean Pretious, who died very suddenly on the night of 11th August 2011.   We send our deepest sympathies to her husband Derek, son Gavin, daughter Deborah and dearly loved granddaughter Holly.

Jean’s Kennel Name, Boravin is the joining together of the endings of both Deborah and Gavin’s names.

Jean, who had been involved with Bloodhounds for many years, fell in love with Otterhounds when she saw Kendal Nimrod at Houndshow in 1978.   Her first hound was Falconcrag Nugget (by Nimrod ex Kendal Melody) followed by her litter sister Nocturn and from that time Jean devoted her life to Otterhounds. She built a strong relationship with Captain John Bell-Irving, Master of the Dumfriesshire and over time took their Clansman, Lanyard, Bargeman, Bosun, Tracker and her beloved Traceable into her kennel as well as Kendal Melody and Tempest.

The first Boravin litter was the N litter by Dumfriesshire Tracker to Nugget. Jean’s breeding policy was to keep as many lines going as possible and she bred 3 Champions, Wychwood, Dancer and Jasper who she showed herself but was known for her generosity to other breeders who made up Boravin Champions Peeler, Oakleaf, Oarsman, Yorker, Admiral, Archer, Quail, Gossamer, Danish Ch. Ymer and US Ch. Quarryman.

Through the years she also generously supported the Devon & Cornwall, the Culmstock and the Pembroke & Carmarthen Minkhound packs with gifts of hounds to help them keep on breeding purebred hounds. If we look-back at the pedigrees of our hounds so many of them have BORAVIN in their lines. She and Derek bred many magnificent hounds and willingly helped others who wanted to breed Otterhounds.

The last Boravin hound to be bred from was Marsanne.   

She did on occasions serve on the Otterhound Club Committee, but preferred to work in the background and did so consistently for the good of the future and good health of our breed. Jean did sterling work with her calendar fundraising initiative that she pioneered so successfully for the Otterhound Health/Rescue that has really helped the Club and the hounds.
To everyone’s frustration, because we would have been honoured to have her opinion on our hounds she repeatedly refused to judge the breed

We will all miss her, her wealth of knowledge, her many and varied stories and a great many of us will miss our long and interesting telephone conversations with her.

Jean still had two Bloodhounds when she died.

Anecdotes from Judith Ashworth:

“The first Boravin litter was the N litter by Dumfriesshire Tracker to Nugget, she kept the whole litter and I will never forget seeing them aged 5 months on a visit and being totally overawed by this mini pack of well grown, strong bouncing otterhound puppies.” - JA
“The first photograph I have of Jean is of her handling Dumfriesshire Clansman in 1982 at the first Otterhound Club Open Show, though showing was not her favourite thing as she hated to be the centre of attention.” - JA

“I left Jean under no illusions that I thought Oakleaf was and still is to this day the best Otterhound ever bred.” - JA

“The last Boravin hound to be bred from was Marsanne whom Jean generously loaned to me to have a litter from in 2005.” - JA
Anecdotes from Helen hacking:

“She and Derek acquired their first Otterhound, Falconcrag Nugget, on 31st March 1979, which was Grand National Day. They left their home in Sussex at 4.50am and arrived at the Marsden’s, in Cumbria, just as the National began. They returned home to Sussex with her at 1pm next day! That is how precisely Jean’s records were kept!” – HH
“Jean was a mine of information and most of it was in her head. If for any reason she couldn’t remember something asked, she would know exactly where to look it up in her records.” – HH
“She felt very strongly that the Otterhound Club should help anything which was an Otterhound cross, saying that it was our job to do so if an Otterhound had been responsible for its existence and was always ready to help with Rescue.” – HH
“Many of us will have funny stories to tell of memories of Jean. She was very amusing and also a very kind person. She and Derek devoted so many years of their lives to their hounds and of course the wonderful pet pigs, the horses were now long gone. One of her last jobs to do every night was to feed the visiting foxes, about eight in number. They would appear in the field close to the back door of the house. Mainly all that could be seen were two sets of eyes here and there as they waited for her to put-out their food. When they had finished, a loner would arrive 10 minutes later for her meal. I would get a worried phone call if one had missed 2 meals, but usually a day or two later I would get another call to say how relieved she was; it had returned. Another animal she loved was the Moon Bear and we often talked about the progress of wonderful work being done by an American lady’s charity to stop the dreadful cruelty being done to them in China. She always found money to donate to them and various other animal charities. Wolves were high on her list, but she just seemed to love most animals. She would ring me to let me know of any animal programme which she thought I would want to watch, then again to discuss it.” - HH

“They (Jean and Derek) had been in need of a new kitchen for years, but every time she thought she was getting there, another hound would need an operation or expensive medication. The hounds always came first, her kitchen could wait and she never complained about it. She was always willing to take-in another hound and old Jack was the last one. She loved him dearly and spent a fortune on his medication during his last months, but while he was happy, it didn’t matter.” - HH

“It must be 5 years ago that she began to draw-up a list of who was to have all her hounds if she suddenly died and she would have the same conversation with Rae Ganna. Because she was always so fit and full of life we never remembered her age and we would tell her she would out-live us all, Sadly all the hounds in question have already died, leaving just a few older ones for Derek to take care of.” - HH

“We celebrated Jean’s 80th birthday at our Open Show in April. She was thrilled to bits at the surprise and wanted a photograph of the cake, insisting that she mustn’t be in the photos, but luckily I did manage to take a couple, which are now a lovely memento of her last day with us.” - HH

“Only recently she counted-up nearly sixty hounds she has loaned, or given to people for breeding when they couldn’t afford to buy them.” - HH
“Their last litter was born 16th April 2000 and they were the ‘M’ litter and I am proud to say that I owned two of them.” - HH

“In our last conversation, only a few days before she died she was talking about people who were lucky enough to see the spirit of their beloved pet. She said she was very sorry that this had never happened to her, but hopefully she is now re-united with ALL of them and having a ball.” – HH
Please Note: Jean's Funeral is Thursday 25th August, 2:30PM

Barnstaple Crematorium. EX31 3NW. 01271 345431.
The Family have decided - no flowers.

All donations to be split equally between Bloodhound and Otterhound Rescue. Money to be sent to "Bloodhound Lifeline" with cheques made payable to them.

Address Mrs. D. M. Pownall, Ashwood Brow Farm, Reed Lane, Antrobus, Cheshire CW9 6JL. Please include the donee's name and address for a receipt. 

They will collect in all the money and then send the Otterhound Club half of it.
